[Examination of the brains of slaughtered cattle for the occurrence of BSE in Italy with attention to non-specific neuronal vacuoles].
In order to find out whether BSE exists in Italy 378 brains of normally slaughtered 2-10 years old cattle submitted from slaughterhouses all over the country were examined histologically. None showed the typical lesions of BSE. About 11.5% of the brains contained large vacuoles in the neurons of brain stem nuclei, in particular the red nucleus in the midbrain. They were considered non specific.